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Glossary

Word Literal Translation Ahmadi context 
Translation

Ahl-e-Bait Term to describe the 
people of the House of 
Prophet Mohammed 
and his family

The Ahmadi community also 
use this phrase to describe 
the household and family of 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad

Ahmadi Ahmadi Muslim Ahmadi Muslim

Ahmadi community/
community

Ahmadi Muslim 
Community

Ahmadi Muslim Community

Al-Fazal Newspaper Grace The official Ahmadi 
community newspaper, 
established in 1913

Al-Hadees Muslim Sect Muslim Sect

Al Misbah Magazine A source of light Official Women’s magazine/
journal

Atfal Children Male children up to age of 15

Anjuman Association Central organisation that 
administer the day to 
day affairs of the Ahmadi 
community

Ansarullah Helper in the cause of 
Allah

Organisation of the Ahmadi 
community for 40 plus males
 

Asslam-o-Alikam Peace Be upon you, 
Islamic greeing: Hello

The members of the Ahmadi 
faith are banned from using 
this phrase

Azan Islamic call to Prayer Islamic call to Prayer

Bai’at Pledge Oath of allegiance to the 
Ahmadi faith

Bait-ul-Nur House of light Ahmadi Mosque in Model 
Town, Lahore Pakistan
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Burqa Islamic veil/covering 
for women

The Ahmadi woman will 
distinguish her burqa by 
additionally covering her face 
partially and loosely draping 
it around her head

Darul Zikr House of remembrance Ahmadi mosque in Garhi 
Shau, Lahore, Pakistan

Dawa Claim Claim

Deobandis Muslim Sect Muslim Sect

Fatwa Decree Decree

Firqa Sect Sect

FIR First Information 
Report

First Information Report

Hadood Ordinance Islamic Penal 
Injunctions

Islamic Penal Injunctions

Hijab Head covering of 
Muslim women

Head covering of Muslim 
women

Hiqmat Wisdom The prudence provided 
by Ahmadi leadership on 
particular issues relating to 
community affairs

Inshallah Islamic phrase: God 
willing

Islamic phrase: God willing

Izzat Honour/prestige Honour/prestige

Jalsa Salana Annual gathering The annual convention of 
the Ahmadi community, held 
around the world

Jamaat Community The phrase most commonly 
used to describe the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community

Jihad Holy war Ahmadis are targeted by 
extremists, who consider 
killing an Ahmadi as part of 
their duty to conduct holy war
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Jummah/Juma prayers Friday prayers

Kafir Infidel Derogatory term used 
against Ahmadi, who state 
themselves to be Muslims

Kalma/Kalima Proclamation of faith in 
the oneness of God and 
as Muhammad (peace 
and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) as his 
servant and messenger

Proclamation of faith in 
the oneness of God and 
as Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon 
him) as his servant and 
messenger

Khaddim (singular)/
Khuddam (plural)

Servants Male 15-40 years old

Khalifa Successor Successor 

Khatme-e-Nabuwat-
Khatme Nabuwwat

Finality of the 
Prophethood

An organisation in Pakistan 
with an anti Ahmadi agenda 
including inciting and 
promoting violence and 
killings of Ahmadis

Khilafat Institution of 
succession

The institution of the 
Supreme Head of Ahmadiyya 
Community

Khilafat Jubilee Centenary of the 
succession

100 year anniversary of the 
Supreme Head of Ahmadiyya 
Community

Lajna Amanullah Maids of God Organisation of the Ahmadi 
community for women 15+

Madrassa School/Islamic 
seminary

School where Islamic subjects 
are taught

Mahram Male relations of a 
Muslim female whom 
she does not require to 
observe purdah (veil) in 
front of

As is the mainstream Muslim 
belief these male relations 
include: husband, father, 
father-in-law, brother, 
paternal uncles and maternal 
uncles
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Majlis-i-ahrar-e-islam Liberal party of Islam A political party formed by 
Islamic clerics in 1929.  Their 
manifesto was to eliminate 
the Ahmadiyya community

Masjid Mosque, place of 
worship

Ahmadis are prohibited to 
call their place of worship 
a “Masjid” and therefore 
have to name them “Bait” – 
meaning house

Mirzai, Mirzais Derogatory names 
given to Ahmadis

Derogatory term used to 
describe members of the 
Ahmadi community

Mehrab It is a niche in the 
wall of a mosque that 
indicates the direction 
that Muslims should 
face when praying.

It is a niche in the wall of a 
mosque that indicates the 
direction that Muslims should 
face when praying.

Mujahideen Soldier/warriors Soldier/warriors

Mullah/Maulvi/Murrabi Islamic Cleric Islamic Cleric

Munazra Debate Debate
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Musi Testator A Musi is a person who 
undertakes to donate a 
minimum of 1/10 of their 
net disposable income and 
assets during their lifetime 
and on demise to bequeath to 
the community which is over 
and above the usual 1/16th 
for Ahmadis generally. Musi 
may indeed devote more 
than 1/10 of their income 
and assets. These funds go 
towards all the good works of 
the Ahmadi community and 
to propagate its beliefs.

In addition to their financial 
obligations to the community 
which is higher than other 
Ahmadis and they undertake 
the higher pledges in terms of 
the pledge of moral conduct, 
charity and as a part of this 
higher moral commitment 
to the faith Musis generally 
hold their duties of tabligh 
in the highest regard. They 
undertake to teach the 
Holy Quran to those who 
cannot read it and treat the 
propagation of their faith as 
one of their foremost and 
fundamental duties. It is 
considered to be a privilege in 
the Ahmadi community to be 
accepted as a Musi. However, 
this is not to say however 
an individual who is not a 
Musi is less worthy nor less 
committed. 
 

Nabi Prophet Prophet

Naib Amir Deputy Head Vice President

Nasrat Helper Girls up to 15 years old

Nikah Islamic marriage Islamic marriage

Nubwwat Prophethood Prophethood
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Ordinance XX  Legal ordinance under 
the Pakistan Penal 
Code that makes it an 
offense for Ahmadis to 
refer to themselves as 
Muslims, preaching, 
and using Islamic terms 
and titles. 

Legal ordinance under 
the Pakistan Penal Code 
that makes it an offense 
for Ahmadis to refer to 
themselves as Muslims, 
preaching, and using Islamic 
terms and titles.

Purdah Islamic covering for 
women – veil

Islamic covering for women – 
veil

PPC Pakistan Penal Code Pakistan Penal Code

Qadiani Member of Ahmadi 
group

Ahmadis are often referred 
to as Qadianis which is a 
derogatory term

Qadian City of India The city where the Ahmadi 
community was founded in 
1889

Sessions Court Lower court where 
criminal cases are tried

Lower court where criminal 
cases are tried

Sawab To earn merit To earn merit

Sharam Modesty/prestige Modesty/prestige

Sharia’t/Sharia Islamic rules/norms/
law

Islamic rules/norms/law

Sunni Tehreek/Sunni Muslim Party/sect Muslim Party/sect

Tabligh Preaching/Conveying 
the message

Preaching, conveying the 
message of Ahmadiyyat to 
non Ahmadis

Tablighi Jamaat Religious preaching 
party

Religious preaching party

Tauhin-e-Rasalat Blasphemy Blasphemy

Ulema Religious scholars Religious scholars

Wajib-ul-Qatl Liable to be killed Liable to be killed
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Waqfeen/Waqfe Nau New devotee New devotee

Zakat Religious levy Religious levy

Zina Fornication Fornication

Zindique Heretic Heretic
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